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private secretary's room, with me following in his
wake, and we set to again. After a few minutes
the secretary again put in his head and was nearly
blown through the roof. " Cannot I be left un-
disturbed for one moment ? " cried the Secretary of
State. " I am discussing a most important ques-
tion." " I am very sorry, sir/5 said the secretary,
" but the French Ambassador is still waiting in your
room and wants to know if he is to stay or go away."
Lord Curzon turned to me impatiently and said,
" You are the man who is preventing me from
seeing the Ambassador. Why clo you not let me
say what I want to say ? " " Because I think you
are wrong, sir/3 I said. cc And I think you are
wrong/5 he replied. " Well, I must go and see
him, and say something/' and he sailed away. In
the end a joint message was sent repudiating the
action of the two Congresses, and renewing the
invitation to Feisal to come to Europe. This he
declined to do unless his kingship were recognised,
as we learnt from Nuri, who left Damascus for
London three days before the Congress actually met.
At the request of the India Office I took the
opportunity of Nuri's presence in London to ques-
tion him about the action of the Mcsopotamian
covenanters in Damascus. He told me that soon
after the Armistice, Turkish propaganda and
accusations against the British had influenced a
small section of the people and had alienated their
sympathies, thus giving some of the British officials
on the spot the wrong impression that there was a
strong responsible party in the Arab countries who
wanted to reinstate the Turks, He himself very
much regretted that a national civil administration
under the supervision of the British military